The Voice Newsletter 


Volume 21 Number 4 November 2013 
Editor’s Note: this newsletter contains 5 pages. Merry Christmas to everyone. 


President’s Corner 


In the previous two issues of the Voice, I discussed 1) an overarching Mission Statement 
for our fellowship of churches, and 2) a more specific Purpose Statement. These two 
statements read as follows: Mission Statement: The CGBCI exists to glorify Jesus Christ 
~ through the proclamation of the Gospel in a unified commitment to the CGBCI Statement 
of Faith. Purpose Statement: The purpose of the CGBCI is to “establish other conservative Grace Brethren 
Churches worldwide which will faithfully perpetuate all that Christ commanded (Matt. 28:18-20), and to 
promote ministry and fellowship among our churches” (from the CGBCI Convention Notes dated October 19- 
22, 1992). How will we strive to fulfill our mission and purpose as a fellowship through our local churches and 
our own individual Christian lives? One tool that can help us in this is a written Vision Statement. What is 
this? A Vision Statement proposes a major goal to be met in a certain timeframe, followed by listing the means 
necessary to accomplish that goal. The purpose of a Vision Statement is to cause a body of believers to look 
ahead, envision new possibilities for ministry, and then take practical steps in striving to attain a larger goal. 
It’s a simple tool for helping us to. . . consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds (Hebrews 
10:24). Working under the parameters of the above two statements, let’s envision a large goal just out of reach 
(but not unrealistic), and think through what would be necessary to attain that objective. “If the Lord tarries, 
within seven years we would like to see... (What?).” To initiate this process of drafting a Vision Statement, 
I’ve asked four of our Panels: Home Missions, Foreign Missions, Pastoral Recognition, and Pastoral Care, 
to propose a major goal (or goals) in their respective area of expertise that we could set down in this Vision 
Statement. Their assignment consists of three parts: 
1. What major Goal(s) would your panel like to see accomplished by 2020? How do you support this goal from 
Scripture ? 
2. How will this Goal be accomplished? What must happen year by year from 2014-2020 to achieve it? 
3. Who from your Panel could bring a conference message giving Biblical support for your Panel’s suggested 
goal(s) and present your Panel’s goal(s) to the Conference? 

I’ve published this assignment for two major reasons: 1) to encourage us to really pray about this, for 
we need Jesus to lead us (Col. 1:18); and 2) to invite any pastor or layperson in our fellowship to contact a 
Panel member* in order to share your idea for a goal with them within the next month. The deadline for the 
completion of this assignment is January 4, 2014. I would be happy to listen to any suggestions you might 
have as well. Please feel free to e-mail (smlibby @juno.com) or call me (802-334-8203). In next month’s 
Newsletter, I'll address the idea of setting realistic goals. In the meantime, let’s remember Paul’s goal in his 
own ministry as stated in Philippians 3:12b-14, . . . but I press on in order that I may lay hold of that for which 
also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. 'S Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one 
thing J do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, '* I press on toward the goal for 
the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 
*Panel Chairmen: Home Missions — Pastor Jim Rose (330-769-078); Foreign Missions — Les Vnasdale (419- 
747-5012); Pastoral Recognition — Tom Johnson (814-445-8645); Pastoral Care — Ron Welsh (269-687-8081). 
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Pastorless Churches: Take a trip with me and we will go west of the Mississippi River on Interstate 80. As 
we get to Des Moines, we’ll go south almost to the Missouri border. There we will find the Leon Grace 
Brethren Church in the town of Leon, Iowa. This church has 10 members. Once a month on Sunday afternoons 
they have a song fest and invite people to take part. They need that extra help — a Pastor. Please pray for these 
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folks, our brothers and sisters in Christ. For more information, please contact Pastor Marvin Meeker at 1-574- 
269-1298. 


Fellowship Websites: http://www.cgbci.org If any church would like to have its website added to the 
Fellowship website; please send that information to Pastor Ethan Kallberg at pastorethan @lvgbc.net 
Peru GBC has a new website: www.perugrace.org 


New Addresses, Email addresses, phone numbers, websites: 
Pastor Chris Knight has a new email address: chrisk4christ@ gmail.com 


CGBCI School of Theology Graduation Ceremony: The third Nationally Recognized Graduation of the 
CGBCI School of Theology will be held at the National Conference Sunday morning June 29, 2014 at 
Antiochian Village near Ligonier, PA. There have been seven men so recognized with degrees of Certificate of 
Biblical Studies, Diploma of Theology, Master of Divinity and Doctor of Ministry. Those wishing to 
participate need to contact Dr. Simpson to verify that they have met the National Practorium standards by 
February 1, 2014. For consultation call Dr. Simpson at 574-268-0458. 


Midwest District Youth: Winter Rally- February 8th, 2014. Roller Skating in Elkhart- More details to follow 


2014 CGBCI Annual National Conference: Make your plans NOW to attend the CGBCI Annual National 
Conference in 2014. You will experience excellent teaching, great fellowship, and wonderful worship with 
like-minded fellow believers in a beautiful area of the country. Plan to come to the 2014 conference, make it a 
family vacation — there’s something for all ages, you’ll be glad you did. The 2014 Conference theme is “Seeing 
2020” and the dates for Conference will be Thursday evening, June 26th through Tuesday morning, July 
Ist. Pre-conference meetings will be Tuesday, June 24th through Thursday afternoon, June 26th. Post- 
conference meetings will be Tuesday afternoon, July Ist through Wednesday morning, July 2nd. Please notice 
that this will be a shift by one day in comparison to previous conference schedules. Please mark your calendars 
now and plan to come to conference. The conference will be held at the Antiochian Village near Ligonier PA. 
Room rates will be $68.00 plus tax. Reservations may be made at 724-238-3677 (be sure to mention that it is 
for the CGBCI Conference). 


Wayumi Missions Retreat: The Wayumi Retreat is an opportunity for all the CGBCI members to learn more 
about how foreign missionaries prepare for the field and to get a sense of what it’s like to be on the mission 
field. Wayumi is an event center run by the New Tribes Missions (NTM) and the purpose of this retreat is to 
inform, challenge and excite people about the great commission. The focus is on reaching people who have 
never heard the gospel in their own language. The CGBCI Fellowship is in the process of partnering with NTM 
to accomplish the great commission. Come and learn about what God is doing in tribal groups around the 
world. Please consider joining the CGBCI group for this weekend retreat and learn how to better pray for those 
who are going to the field, such as the Craig Noyes family. The retreat is located in Jersey Shore PA, and is 
scheduled for February 28-March 2, 2014. The cost for the retreat is $69 per adult and $35 per child ages 6- 
12, and includes lodging and 6 meals. Registration should be completed prior to January 10th. If you would 
like to get more information about this trip, your church should have the information and registration forms, or 
you may contact Josh Miller at littlebigbro09 @ gmail.com or at 330-857-2595 or if you live in Pennsylvania 
contact Chris Knight at chrisk_4christ@ yahoo.com or at 814-445-2924. 


From Orrville GBC: Thanks to everyone for your assistance. Laurel Hills has agreed to let us use their golf 
cart for the 2015 CGBCI Conference. 
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News from the Fellowship Churches 


Albany GBC, Albany OR, Pastor Delane Miller: The Albany GBC showed "God of 
Wonders" Nov. 24th as an outreach into our community. Please pray for contacts made. 
We have a new couple attending our church and a single man. A retired pastor friend 
a* | a A attends when he can. An elderly gentleman Pastor Miller met last spring keeps in contact 
with him — we are praying that he will begin attending our church some day. The youth 
group has been increased in number recently. We're a small church but we have enough instrumentation to 
form a small ensemble which will do some music ministry during the Christmas season. 


Solid Rock GBC, South Whitley, IN Pastors Dave Swenson & Tim Cover: In September we had the 
privilege of welcoming Tom and Phyllis Barger into membership. We have been having many visitors to our 
church in the past few months. Recently, Tonya Swenson's cousin Michelle has started attending and last week 
accepted Christ as her Savior. Also last week during Communion, Teagan Williams (5) asked her mommy to 
go upstairs with her. Once they got upstairs she asked her mommy to help her pray to accept Jesus into her 
heart. November has been a very busy month for us at Solid Rock. On the 2nd, we hosted the district youth for 
a rally. We had 42 youth in attendance from Indiana, Michigan and Ohio. On Saturday Nov. 9th, our ladies 
hosted our 6th Annual Soup Cook-off. We had 4 new families that had never attended before. All the ladies 
made wonderful soups. Jessi Williams won Ist prize, Jo Maley won 2nd and Tonya Swenson won 3rd. The 
ladies raised $160.00 that night for the Ladies Group. Pastor Dave did the games and Pastor Tim did the 
devotion. On Saturday Nov. 16th, there was a Freezer Cooking day held. All the meals that were made were 
gluten and dairy free. There were 10 ladies who came and participated. Only 3 of those ladies attend Solid 
Rock, the rest were from the community!! Please pray for us as we have an opportunity to reach our 
community. On Sunday December 8th, the town of South Whitley will be having a Christmas festival called 
"Home for the Holidays". Tonya Swenson has been asked to organize a live nativity for that day to be held in 
town. Solid Rock, along with other local churches, will be participating in that. Please pray that we will be 
able to get Gods message out. We will also be having our first ever Christmas Eve service. We will be handing 
out flyers for that at the live nativity. We would also like to ask that you pray for our upcoming children's 
program. On Jan. 8th, we will be beginning WOL Olympians at our church. We are very excited to be able to 
offer this to our community. Since our new building is south of South Whitley, we will (Lord willing) be able 
to reach 2 more towns in addition to it. Thank you for all your support and prayers, we can't wait to see how 
God will use us in the future. 


Elkhart GBC, Elkhart IN, Pastor Bob Kulp: Thanks for all your prayers for our move to Elkhart. We are 
blessed to be able to serve our Lord here as well as be close to Susi's parents. The church folks were 
tremendous in getting the parsonage ready for us and have a mind to work for the Lord. Some highlights were 
our Fall Harvest Party in October, where 180-200 came to the church for games, face-painting, food, straw 
rides, etc., Our Friends and Family service and Thanksgiving dinner on Sun., Nov. 17th, with 82 folks coming, 
and my first funeral here on Sat. Nov. 16 with about 120 people here. This weekend many were able to hear 
the gospel, and we pray that God will draw these folks to Himself. We have also started a Sunday evening 
service with two Bible study times, one movie outreach and one fellowship time a month. We also began a 
children's ministry on the Bible study nights. We had two vision meetings to talk about our ministries and 
outreach. In the near future we hope to begin youth, men's and women's groups. In December, we'll have two 
days of free Christmas gift wrapping at our local mall plus an outreach to a local nursing home. Work has 
begun on a children's program for Christmas. We pray that the Lord will build up and encourage the folks here 
as well bring us new disciples. Thanks for your continued prayers for us as well as special thanks to Pastor 
Mike and Judy Ostrander for their ministry to help heal and encourage the congregation through a very difficult 
time. God is at work! 


Niles GBC, Niles MI, Pastor Ron Welsh: Praise for the continued faithfulness of our people. Praise that we 
have started a Good News Club which meets every Monday at 4-5pm. Pray for further contacts and growth 
from it. Praise the Lord for having Ray & Leanne Finsaas with us on Nov. 10. It was a blessing to hear of the 
ministry. Also, pray diligently as they are seeking the Lord's will as to their future within New Tribes Mission 
as an aviator. Pray as we seek to continue our ministry to the youth, especially due to our youth leader leaving 
us this month. Pastor Welsh, will take over leadership, along with his wife Donna & the other leaders, Greg & 
Mindy Ostrander. Pray that we can get the finances we need to purchase at least one new furnace, to replace the 
one that is no longer functioning; and possibly the finances to replace the other that needs replacing. Pray for 
Tom Johnson as he carrying a heavy load in maintaining the church building during the remodeling & 
replacement of the furnaces. Pray for Pastor Welsh as he has returned to bus driving for First Student 
transporting to the Niles Schools. 


Mishawaka GBC, Mishawaka IN, Pastor Davey Troxel: Our tenth annual marriage retreat was held at the 
Farmstead Inn on October 25-26. This year we had twelve couples attending, and the theme this time was 
"Something Special", focusing on what makes your wife or husband different from anyone else. The couples 
shared several Bible studies on the theme, games, humor, testimonies relating to the subject, and a great time of 
sharing their own feelings about what makes their mate special. These events are an overnight time away in an 
Amish-themed resort, and are meant not as a counseling time, but to celebrate and build up the couple's 
relationship. On Wednesday, Nov 20th, we hosted our annual Thanksgiving fellowship supper. We have this 
instead of the usual Wednesday evening service, supplying the turkeys and the drinks while everyone else 
brings a dish that they sign up for. We are up to cooking six turkeys now, feeding anywhere from seventy to 
eighty-five people, many of whom aren't churched, and some who would otherwise not have a Thanksgiving 
dinner. It is a joy to now have Pastor Mike and Judy Ostrander in our church. Though Pastor Mike is retired, he 
still fills in a lot in surrounding pulpits, and occupies a seat on our elder board. 


North Buffalo GBC, Kittanning PA, Pastor Dave Blevins: We are building our Practorium library and are 
sending out a plea to anyone who may have books that they would be willing to donate. We thought perhaps a 
“retired” man may have some books that he is no longer using that he would like to contribute (or maybe a 
senior saint in your church). We are putting the quote in James’ into practice “Ye have not because ye ask 
not...”. We appreciate your consideration in this matter. Lord bless each of you as you serve Him. 


Peru GBC, Peru IN, Pastor Dave Jodry: The Ladies Ministries’ “Ladies T-2 Time” hosted over 40 women 
for a day-long time of fellowship, learning, and good food on November 2nd. We have been blessed the last 
two Sundays to have Pastor Jeff Patton and his family visiting from California. Pastor Jeff preached both 
Sundays on the book of James. 
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Praises and Prayer Requests 


Jean Zielasko: Early on the morning of November 11th, our dear sister, Jean Zielasko had her prayers 
answered and was able to see our Savior Jesus Christ face to face. If you want to send a card to Jack and the 
family his address is: 114 15th Street, Winona Lake, IN 46590. Your continued prayers for the family during 
this time are truly appreciated!! 


Ethel Simmons, mother of Joyce Simmons Farner, went home to be with the Lord on Tues., Nov. 26, following 
complications after surgery. Family was gathered around her hospital bed singing hymns and praying when she 
slipped away. Your prayers are much appreciated. 


Dr. John Whitcomb: Please continue to pray for Dr. Whitcomb as he works at regaining his health. He is 
dealing with several issues and is very thankful for your prayers. 


9999999999999 9999H99999999999999H999H999H999999999999999909909099008 
Foreign Missions News 


African Update: Pastor Gilbert Amaswache from Kipsaina, Kenya (near Kitale) has been 
meeting with two groups who desire to join the African Brethren fellowship of churches. Please 
pray for journey mercies and an effective ministry. Pastor Christopher in Kampala, Uganda, is 
sick with malaria. Please pray for him. Pastor Afoni and the churches in the northwest are 
preparing for the annual Brethren conference this year at the Keyon church in Oku. Pastor 
Salomon has arrived safely back home and is grateful for all the prayers for him and his family. 
Financial update: at the half way point of the month we have about $950 toward the $3950 we need each month 
for the African ministry. Thanks for all who give and pray. 


India Ministry: The flooding in India is severe. Brother Paul wrote and told us that Sankar 

Ram Sagar, who is working in a Hill area in Nabragpur, Semla region, lost his house in the 
heavy rain and Brother Nehemiah’s mother lost her house. In general, more than 1.6 million 

people have been affected and 35,000 villages are in trouble. Please pray that the believers 

will use this opportunity for outreach. This is a God-given opportunity for them to reach out 
to the very ones opposing them and by helping them, they can proclaim the Gospel and demonstrate the love of 
Christ. 


THE VOICE NEWSLETTER” is the communication tool of the Conservative GBCI. News or mailing 
updates should be sent to Connie Marsh at jcmarshl @comcast.net or at 2376 Shadowbrook Dr, Peru IN 46970, or 
phone: 765-472-3847, by the 20th of each month. 
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